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WlIS'I'E DISCHlIHC,E HEQUIHEMEN'IS J'DH:

STAUFFER CHEMICAI, COMPANY
IUCHMOND PLAN'1'
HICHMOND, CON'lJlli COSTA COUN'1'Y

'1'he California Hegional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1.

2.

3.

Stauffer Chemical Company, hereinafter called the discharger, by
application dated September 29, 1982, has applied for renewal of waste
discharge requirements and a permit to discharge waste under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

The discharger manufactures aluminum sulfate, DEVRINOL® (a
preemergent herbicide), and VAPlIM®, (a soil fumigant). The plant
also formulates packages, stores, and bulk loads several other
agricultural pesticides, including thiocarbamates. A research
laboratory and a pilot plant are also located on-site. No process
wastewater is discharged to the wastewater treatment system. The
treabuent process consists of activated carbon treatment,
neutralization, and clarification. Site runoff and the treated
effluent is discharged via two evaporation ponds into a tidal basin
tributary to San Francisco Bay.

The report of waste discharge describes the exis·ting discharges as
follows:

a. Discharge 001 consists of cooling tower blowdown from the® .
manufacture of alum and VlIPlIM , boiler blowdown, steam
condensates, equipment and floor washings, groundwater from ~le

intercept trench, washdown water from the pilot plant, rinse and
other waters from the research JBboratory and storm water runoff
from production and handling areas of various agricultural and
industrial chemicals. Storm water runoff from the areas where
agricultural chemicals are handled and qroundwat.er from ~le

intercept t.rench are collected in the agricultural pond and
checked for COD as an indication of pesticide content. Runoff
and groundwater which is highly contaminated with pesticides is
hauled to a Class I disposal site While the remainder is routed
to an activated carbon treatment system. Wastewaters from the
research laboratory and pilot plant are also treated by the
activat.ed carbon system. Effluent from the carbon system is
combinded with all other wastewaters then neutralized and
clarified prior to discharge. The average discharge rate,
excluding periods of no discharge, is 0.15 million gaANons per
day (mqd) , but storm water runoff may increase the total
discharge to about 1.5 mgd. The discharge rate varies




































